5.0
Policy on Cycle Parking

5.1 Bicycles should always be parked in a place and manner, which will not be hazardous to pedestrians, especially vision impaired pedestrians.

5.2 Bicycle parking racks should not be located on footpaths.

5.3 Where there is a need for safe parking of bicycles in an area where it is not possible to locate bicycle parking racks on a road inlet, grass verge or other off-footpath area, then racks may be located on the footpath, if it is possible to do so in a way which allows safe passage for pedestrians.

5.4 Either a tapping rail or kerbing/low wall must be provided around bicycle racks, so that a vision impaired person using a cane will be able to get past safely.  The rail or kerbing/low wall must be in good colour contrast.  It would also be helpful to have bicycle racks placed on an area of 
contrasting surface colour and texture – e.g. cobbles or gravel.

5.5 Bicycle racks must be in good colour contrast to the surrounding environment.  For example, yellow and black (or red and white) diagonal-striped tape may be used on existing grey metal poles.  Alternatively, using paint in strongly contrasting colours may provide the necessary colour contrast.  This will help a vision impaired person who does not use a cane or dog to see the hazard and avoid it.  

Note:

Ideally, bicycle racks should come ready-made in good colour contrast. Metal racks could be manufactured with a covering of durable plastic in strongly contrasting colours.  (“Nylon dipped metal”). This would initially be more expensive, but cheaper in the long run, as little or no maintenance would be needed.
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